
CABINET 
22 September 2022 

FORMAL PARKING CONSULTATION RESPONSES: DEVELOPER 
FUNDED PARKING SCHEMES - LOWFIELD STREET AND LOWER 
HYTHE STREET 
 
Town Ward 
 
1. Summary 
 
1.1 This report outlines the responses received from local residents following a 

formal statutory consultation undertaken between 14th July and 4th August 2022 
as part of a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) process to implement developer 
funded parking management schemes in sections of Lowfield Street and Lower 
Hythe Street and to recommend accordingly. 

 
1.2 The Council received one response for Lowfield Street and two responses for 

Lower Hythe Street from the formal statutory consultation. Response received 
for Lowfield Street made observations about the proposal in Lowfield Street but 
did not object to the measures. The two responses received for Lower Hythe 
Street expressed concerns about the proposal whilst not objecting to the 
scheme. One suggested an amendment to the proposal. Details of the 
responses are highlighted in the report. 

 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1  That the responses to the consultation, as outlined in paragraphs 4.3 to 4.10 of 

the report, be noted. 

2.2  That the proposal for parking controls in Lowfield Street, as set out in Appendix 
A (Plans 1 and 2) and paragraph 3.1 to the report, be progressed to the next 
stage of the formal statutory consultation, and be implemented. 

2.3  That the proposal for parking controls on Lower Hythe Street be extended to 
cover the area shown in Appendix B to the report, and that a fresh statutory 
consultation be carried out with residents and businesses directly affected by 
the proposal.  

 
2.4  That the Head of Planning Services be granted delegated authority to consider 

the responses to the consultation of Lower Hythe Street and if no significant 
objections are received, to progress the scheme to implementation. 

 

 
3 Background and Discussion 
 
3.1  At the 27th January 2022 meeting [Min.No.101], the Cabinet approved parking 

proposals for Lowfield Street and Lower Hythe Street subject to formal 
consultation with local residents and businesses within the vicinity of the 
proposals.  The parking proposals are listed below and are also shown in 
Appendix A (Plans 1 & 2) and Appendix B for Lowfield Street and Lower Hythe 
Road respectively.  

 



CABINET 
22 September 2022 

 
Lowfield Street between Vauxhall Road and Cranford Road - Proposal 

 
 Removal of the existing “Loading Ban”, enforceable from 4pm to 6pm Monday to 

Friday on both sides of Lowfield Street from the junction of Vauxhall Place to the 
junction of Cranford Road.  

 Implementation of “at any time” waiting restrictions (double yellow lines) on the 
east side of Lowfield Street from the junction of Vauxhall Place to the junction of 
Cranford Road (excluding proposed parking bays). 

 Creation of short stay parking bays within the carriageway on the east side of 
Lowfield Street south of Vauxhall Place to be enforceable 8am to 8pm Monday 
to Saturday. (This will also deter vehicles from parking on the footway). 

 Use of cashless facility for short-term vehicle parking, for up to six spaces in 
Lowfield Street. 

 
Lower Hythe Street Proposal  
 

 Proposed restricted parking zone (Monday to Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm). This will 
replicate the existing restrictions located opposite the development (west side) and 
cover both sides of the road.  

 

4 Results of the Formal Consultations 
 

4.1 The formal consultations took place between 14th July and 4th August 2022 with the 
consultation letter delivered to residents and businesses within the vicinity of the 
proposals at Lowfield Street and Lower Hythe Street. The local ward Members and 
relevant statutory organisations such as the Police, Fire Brigade Service, 
Ambulance Service and Kent County Council were also consulted. 

 
4.2 The draft Order and street notices were affixed to light posts in both roads with 

legal documents made available at the Council’s Civic Centre and accessible via 
the Council’s website. The draft notices identified the proposals in Lowfield Street 
and Lower Hythe Street as shown in Appendix A (Plans 1 & 2) and Appendix B 
respectively. In Lowfield Street, a total of 11 properties likely to be affected by the 
proposals received a letter of consultation and a total of 20 properties received the 
consultation letter in Lower Hythe Street. 

Lowfield Street 

4.3 Based on the number of properties that received the consultation letter in Lowfield 
Street, the response rate was very low. There was no response received from the 
Lowfield Street properties that received the consultation letter, although, a resident 
of Cranford Road responded. The resident raised concerns about existing footpath 
obstruction in Lowfield Street and the problems created for pedestrians crossing 
Lowfield Street. The resident highlighted concerns about the potential impact of the 
proposal on displacing parking issues onto Cranford Road. 

 
4.4 Officers consider that the proposals to introduce “at any time” waiting restrictions 

(double yellow lines) on the east side of Lowfield Street from the junction of 
Vauxhall Place to the junction of Cranford Road will alleviate issues of obstruction 
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on the footpath. In addition, officers are mindful of the potential for parking issues 
to be displaced to other streets nearby, however, most of the adjacent roads 
already have parking controls including Cranford Road and Ingram Road. It is 
noted that Phoenix Place is uncontrolled, however, this will be monitored and 
reviewed as part of the wider Town Centre Parking Study which is currently in 
progress. Therefore, officers recommend that the parking proposal as set out 
under paragraph 3.1 for Lowfield Street and as shown in Appendix A (Plans 1 and 
2) to this report is approved for implementation. 

Lower Hythe Street 

4.5 Similar to the response rate for Lowfield Street, the number of responses 
received out of the 20 residents and businesses who received the consultation 
letter was very low. Only one of these responded, however, a resident of the 
adjacent Langley Square development also responded. 

 
4.6 A response was received from a local business owner who raised concern that if 

more parking restrictions are introduced in part of Lower Hythe Street, more parking 
will occur further north of the road where it is not currently planned to introduce any 
parking restriction. The respondent mentioned that they currently experience 
access problems with vehicles parked outside their yard blocking their lorries and 
supply deliveries. The respondent suggested that the Council consider extending 
the parking proposal to cover the whole of Lower Hythe Street.  

 
4.7 A resident of Langley Square who also responded to the consultation expressed 

concern that the proposal will exacerbate problem for their household as each 
household currently have one parking space within the development. The 
respondent indicated that parking spaces are already at a premium in the area with 
no visitor parking bays for the whole estate. The resident requested further 
information on when and what proposal would be implemented to have time to 
consider alternative parking options. 

 
4.8 In terms of the concerns expressed by the resident of Langley Square, officers 

consider that the lack of parking space/visitor parking space in Langley Square to 
be a private matter with the Management Company rather than a matter for the 
Council. The Council’s record for the Langley Square development shows that 
parking spaces allocation was agreed in February 2020 as part of the parking 
management strategy for the development which is being managed by the 
Management Company for the developer. In addition, it should be noted that the 
proposed restriction will only apply Monday to Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm. So there 
are options for people to park outside restricted hours late evening and overnight. 

 
4.9 With respect to the concerns expressed by the local business owner, in addition to 

officers’ site observations of the parking issues in Lower Hythe Street, it has been 
noted that there are parking issues in the road which also creates ongoing issues 
for the Council when undertaking maintenance activities. The Council’s Waste and 
Parks Department have stated that the proposed restriction on both sides of the 
road will be extremely beneficial as it is almost impossible to clean the street due 
to parked vehicles. 

 
4.10 Officers have taken on board the suggestion to extend the parking proposal to the 
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whole road. This would, however, require another statutory consultation to be 
carried out with residents and businesses that would be directly affected by the 
amended proposal to extend the proposed zone restriction to the whole of Lower 
Hythe Street as shown in Appendix B. In addition, officers would request that 
Members give delegated authority to the Head of Planning Services to agree the 
progression of the scheme to implementation if no significant objections are 
received to the amended scheme following the further consultation. 

 
4.11 In view of officers’ consideration of the responses to the formal consultation 

outlined in paragraphs 4.1 to 4.10 to the report, Members are recommended to 
approve: 
a) the progression of the parking proposals in Lowfield Street as set out in 

paragraph 3.1 and Appendix A (Plans 1 & 2) to the report; 
b) A modified proposal for Lower Hythe Street as set out in paragraph 4.9 to this 

report with a condition that a further formal consultation is undertaken with 
residents and businesses directly affected by the scheme. In addition, if no 
significant objections to the modified scheme are received by the Council, 
officers be granted delegated approval to progress the modified scheme to 
implementation. 
 

4.12 If approved, officers will progress the required TRO process and publish the ‘draft’ 
and ‘made’ Order notices, to ensure that respondents are informed of the Council’s 
decision. 

5. Relationship to the Corporate Plan 
5.1 SC 1: Use the Council’s statutory functions to increase public safety in the Borough 

ED4:  Ensure the delivery of timely transport infrastructure 
ET1:   Reduce carbon emissions and improve air quality in the Borough. 
ET4:   Ensure high quality street scene. 

 
6. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments* 
 
Financial Implications The costs of the TROs should be covered by the 

funding provided by the developers under s106 
agreement. Any additional cost can be covered 
within existing budgets. 

Legal Implications 
 
 
 
Public Sector Equality 
Duty 
 
 
 
 
Crime and Disorder Duty 

A TRO will need to be advertised and sealed 
before the scheme can become enforceable. 
 
 
Customer Access Review undertaken and 
submitted as part of the previous Cabinet report 
considered on the 27th January 2022 (see 
Appendix C) 
 
 

Climate Impact 
Assessment  
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Staffing Implications None, with regard to Civil Enforcement Officers 
these areas are already subject to parking 
controls and monitored. 

Administrative 
Implications 

None. 

Risk Assessment None. 
 
7. Details of Exempt Information Category 
 
 Not applicable 
 
8. Appendices 
 
Appendix A – Plan of proposed parking scheme for Lowfield Street (Plans 1 & 2) 
Appendix B – Plan of the amended parking scheme for Lower Hythe Street  
Appendix C – Customer Access Review 

 
 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
 

Documents 
consulted  
 
Planning 
permissions relating 
to:  
Land east of  
Lowfield Street  
Former Abbot Murex  

Date / 
File Ref 
 
 
 
 
16/1919/FUL  
19/00600/FUL  
16/01601/FUL  

Report Author 
 
 
 
 
Lukman Agboola  
Principal Transport 
Planner  
(01322) 343410  

Section and 
Directorate 

 
 
 

Planning 
Services, 

Growth and 
Communities 

Exempt 
Information 
Category 

 
 

N/A 


